Canada failing its
women, U.N. says

: up what they’'ve been i
Report Slngl es out for years — that cuts m

high poverty rate  programs are hurting women.

Toronto Star March 6/03

It is no accident that Canadian women
are not getting the legislation they need.

The UN says that women need 33% representation for
their voices to be heard. In Canada, women cannot get
over 20% of the seats because of our dysfunctional
voting system.

Countries such as New Zealand, Germany, Scotland,
Wales and most European countries routinely get 30-
40% women representatives naturally by using a form
of proportional representation.

These are stable, economically successful countries.
Ask your MP or member of provincial parliament to
support voting system reform.

And join our citizen's campaign to change the voting
system.

www.fairvote.ca
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Data from the Inter-Parliamentary Union (30 June 2007)

Compare the three remaining major democracies using single
member plurality (or first-past-the-post) systems:

Canada 20.8% (rank = 48th in the world)
United Kingdom* 19.7% (rank = 52)
United States 16.3% (rank = 67)

...with major Western democracies using various forms of
proportional representation:

Sweden 47.3%
Norway 37.9%
Finland 42.0%
Denmark 36.9%
Netherlands 36.7%
Spain 36.0%
Belgium 34.7%
Austria 32.2%
Iceland 31.7%
New Zealand 32.2%

* Unlike the British Parliament, the Scottish and Welsh assembly elections use
proportional systems and have 33% and 47% women respectively.
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